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Merton Football Club
Est. 1910
Members’ Joining Pack

Season 2011/12
Merton Football Club – Players’ Charter: The Merton Way

The oldest amateur football club in the London Borough of Merton, the Club was founded in 1910 and from humble beginnings, has grown steadily to become firmly established today, with six men’s teams competing in the Southern Amateur League and a Women’s team competing in the Greater London Regional Women’s League. Our aims are to be:-

· Successful on the pitch: in terms of winning matches, trophies and promotions, achieving a good level of discipline / respect and providing a good standard of football in the local area. 

· Successful off the pitch: in terms of creating a welcoming atmosphere / good club spirit within the clubhouse and amongst both our playing and non-playing membership, operating positively in financial terms and striving to improve its facilities.
As we are an amateur club run by committed volunteers, for us to achieve our aims we are dependent on everyone playing their part.  The Players Charter explains what you can expect of Merton Football Club and what is expected of you as a playing member of the club.  If we all adhere to the standards within the Players’ Charter, it will ensure that you have done your part to help Merton Football Club be successful.

What you can expect from Merton Football Club and the team managers:-
1. Good communication / clear information – to inform you which team you are in and explain any decisions & give you feedback in relation to not selecting you or selecting you in a different team from normal. Provide details of where your match will be played and the time you need to arrive.
2. Promotion of Respect – encourage you to conduct yourself in the correct manner and deal with incidences where conduct falls short of what is expected.
3. Good timekeeping – to enable the team to have the best match day preparation, the managers will lead by example and arrive no later than the agreed meet time.  (Late kick offs can result in the team being fined by the AFA)
4. Encouragement to develop – the Club will encourage player development and give them every chance to play as high within the club as their ability and fitness allows.
5. Fairness – If you are playing well you will be given a chance to show that you can keep the shirt and stay in the team.
6. Equipment – the Club will provide each team with a suitable playing kit and footballs.
What is expected from you as players of Merton Football Club:-
1. Prompt communication – it is essential that when you are contacted about your availability for a forthcoming game, you respond very promptly.  Without your reply, the manager can’t select their team and this then affects the selection of all of the teams within the Club.

2. Good timekeeping – in order to prepare properly for the match, your manager needs you there at the stated time.  This time is the latest you should arrive, not the earliest time you should start arriving from.  This is particularly important when it comes to away games as if you are late; you will delay the whole team and could affect your future selection.

3. Support the aims of the club – Merton Football Club is a club not a collection of individual teams, therefore all players shall generally be available to play for any team that selects them.  By understanding you are a member of the Club and being willing to play for all of the teams; the Club will continue to develop.

4. Good conduct – treat the opposition, referee, your team mates and managers with respect – both on and off the pitch.  We all play football to enjoy ourselves, please do your bit to ensure that Merton’s reputation as a welcoming club is maintained and enhanced.  This covers going back to the Merton clubhouse after matches (or the oppositions’ clubhouse for away games) and treating the equipment provided by the Club, with respect.

5. Pay your match fees / fines – all players are required to pay match fees and any fines they accrue.  Without this money being paid, the Club could not afford to run; therefore out of respect for the other members of the club, you are all treated fairly and are expected to pay in full.  You will know that match fees are due each week, so please ensure you arrive with sufficient funds.  If you don’t pay, you can’t play.

6. Support your manager – anything you can do to help your manager will assist in them running the team i.e. things such as taking the water out, putting out corner flags and collecting money - all jobs that need doing.

We want you all to enjoy playing for Merton Football Club and to contribute to the success we are looking to achieve, therefore, if we all do our own small bit by meeting the above expectations, it will go a long way to achieving The Merton Way.
Additional information for season 2011/12

Club Membership – Only players who are paid members of the club will be available for selection for official league and cup games.  The first official games start on either 10th or 17th September 2011.  New members will be given two weeks grace to decide whether or not they wish to join the club and therefore be required to pay the club membership in order to be selected.

Selection policy – The Southern Amateur League states that “in all matches in which it competes, each Club shall play its strongest team in its 1st XI, its second strongest team in its 2nd XI and so on” and that “clubs are expected to hold regular selection meetings or a comparable electronic selection programme to select sides of relative sectional strength”.  It is these rules, along with the fact that all players are members of Merton Football Club and should be available for selection for any team that informs the selection policy of Merton Football Club.  This is the main principle of the selection policy; the details and structure of the policy are available at www.mertonfc.co.uk.
Training – Each player is responsible for their own physical fitness. Attendance at training is encouraged and preferable but not yet compulsory, however training is likely to affect selection and there may also be occasions when attendance may be required.  From 7th September 2011, training will take place at St Marks Academy, Acacia Road, Mitcham, CR4 1SF on Wednesday evenings; precise timings to be confirmed. 

Club Disciplinary sanctions

	Bookings
	First offence
	Second offence
	Third offence

	Dissent
	AFA Fine + club fine of £2
	AFA Fine + club fine of £7
	1 game suspension, AFA Fine +club fine of £12

	General
	AFA Fine + club fine of £2
	AFA Fine + club fine of £2 
	AFA Fine + club fine of £7

	Sendings Offs
	First offence
	Second offence
	Third offence

	General
	AFA Fine + club fine of £2       
	Hearing + AFA Fine + club fine of £7
	Hearing + AFA Fine + club fine of £12

	Serious foul play
	AFA Fine + club fine of £2 
	Hearing + AFA Fine + club fine of £7
	Automatic life ban from club

	Striking opponent
	Hearing, AFA Fine + club fine of £2
	Automatic life ban from club
	

	Striking referee
	Automatic life ban from club  
	
	


These are club suspensions on top of which AFA suspensions will be added (AFA suspensions can be carried over into following seasons depending on date of offence). A club hearing is likely to result in a disciplinary sanction being imposed.  There is no appeal procedure and all suspensions will be served.

Introduced by the FA, new from this season is the conversion from time based suspensions to match based suspensions, which means when a player receives a suspension from the AFA, it will generally be for a set number of games rather than for a range of dates (as per previous seasons). The exception to this will be for cases of misconduct where a time based suspension could also apply.  Suspensions will automatically apply from 21 days after the date of the offence.  One important change to the disciplinary code is the right of appeal.  Standard red card offences can only be appealed on the grounds of mistaken identity or supported by Video Technology evidence (in line with the professional game). You may still appeal a misconduct charge (such as failing to leave pitch after being sent off), however the standard conduct charge cannot be contested. So in short, there is no right of appeal, unless by some miracle we happen to have a cameraman filming the match!
Hospitality and respect – Merton Football aims to enhance its status as a hospitable and friendly club and as such all players are expected to go into the bar after games and socialise with your team mates, the opposition and the referee.  This helps engender team spirit, which is developed as much off the pitch as it is on it.  In particular, every player has a responsibility to make new players feel welcome to the Club.  A meal is provided to home and away teams after league and cup games.  All players need to be mindful that most pitches that we play on are situated within public areas and therefore we must ensure that we keep dissent and swearing to an absolute minimum so as to not offend passers-by.  We must also ensure that we show respect to the other occupants / neighbours of the playing area / club house, such as the local Bowls Club, Council staff and the houses on the perimeter of the pitches.  
Team management – contact details

1st team:  
Simon Clapperton

07951 158536


Simon.Clapperton@sky.com


James Tilley


07816 893110


james.tilley@excelian.com
2nd team:
Ian Lewis


020 7022 8400 (work)

Ian.Lewis@mitie.com
020 8648 2058 (home)   

3rd team: 
Ryan Perry


07786 412944


Ryan.Perry@gemserv.com


Shaun Jones


07966 056967


Shaunjones72@gmail.com
4th team:
Dean Porter


07825 986397


Deano83@gmail.com
5th team:
Ed Plaistow


07595 373694


Eplaistow1986@hotmail.co.uk
6th team:
Andrew (Baz) Bassett

07805 039286


Abassett4@googlemail.com
Women’s team:
Emma Pearson


07900 216197


mertonwfc@gmail.com

Merton Football Club
Membership Application Form 

Season 2011/2012
I have read, understood and will respect the Merton Football Club Players’ Charter      

  (please tick)
Please complete in BLOCK Capitals
	Full name
	

	
	If you completed last year’s equivalent of this form and all of your contact details remain unchanged, please tick the following box and move to the fees section.
	

	Address
	

	
	

	Town
	

	County
	

	Post code
	
	

	
	

	Date of birth
	

	
	

	Primary e-mail address
	@

	Phone numbers
	

	Home
	

	Mobile
	


	Fees
	Membership Fee
	Match Fee
	Please Tick

	Saturday
	
	
	

	Male
	£60
	£10
	

	Male (on or before 31/08/11)
	£50
	£10
	

	Sunday
	
	
	

	Women
	£50
	£8
	

	Women (on or before 31/08/11)
	£40
	£8
	


There are three payment methods available:
· Cheque 

Made payable to ‘Merton Football Club’ 

· Cash
· Bank transfer
Bank: Barclays, Wallington Sutton Group Branches

Sort code: 20 84 17

Account number: 50639109



Account name: Merton Football Club

· N.B.  If paying by BANK TRANSFER, it is important that your name is within the payment reference otherwise we will have no way of knowing that the payment is from you and this will delay the processing of your membership.  Additionally, this form will still require completion and is to be returned to Mike Reed in person or by e-mail to mertonfc.secretary@hotmail.co.uk
· ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

OFFICIAL USE ONLY - To be completed by only the Membership Secretary or Finance Secretary
Receipt                                           
Merton Football Club Membership received with thanks from___________________________________________​___
Amount (£) __________________________________________On (Date)_____________________________________
By ______________________________________________________________________________________________
Signed ___________________________________________________________________________________________
The information you supply will be used by Merton Football Club for administrative purposes within the terms of the Data Protection Act 1998. Your name, address and date of birth will be entered onto the FULL TIME registration database but we shall not supply it to third parties.[image: image1.png]



Official Use


Received By__________________________________


Amount Received _______________as Cash/Cheque





Date________________________________________















